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http://www.rlmi.ca    

      RLMI 2017 August Newsletter   

                                é.please join us!  

        

Royal London Military Institute  

RLMI Annual Cocktail Party  

at HMCS Prevost 19 Becher Street, 

London Ontario N6C 1A4  

Tuesday, 19 September 2017- 4:00 to 6:00 PM  

$20.00 per person, includes finger food buffet  

Send cheque, payable to "Royal London Military Institute"  
for $20.00 per person to  
J. Grunwald, Treasurer,  

333 Hartson Road, London, Ontario N6H 5B7  
RSVP Deadline:  5 September 2017 

Information:  www.rlmi.ca     519 474- 2194 

 

 {Watch for your email  invitation and RSVP request which you will receive 

towards the end of August. } 

http://www.rlmi.ca/
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RLMI General Meeting -19 April  2017 

Captain Fred Egan CD, G1 Recruiting- 31 Canadian Brigade Group Headquarters, 

was our speaker on the topic: ñA New Approach to Reserve Recruiting.ò   

Reserve Jobs 

The Army Reserve is a part-time, fully integrated component of the Canadian 

Army with its primary role to augment, sustain, and support the Regular Force. In 

recent years, Reservists have made substantial contributions to Canada's 

expeditionary (international) and/or domestic operations. Many Reservists serve 

full -time within the Canadian Armed Forces on employment contracts and roles 

include being deployed in CAF operations in Afghanistan, Haiti, and other 

international expeditionary operations as well as in domestic operations. 

Background 

31 Canadian Brigade Group (31 CBG) is an Army Reserve Formation of the 

4th Canadian Division and is headquartered in London, Ontario and consists of the 

following Units: 

¶ 1st Hussars (London, Sarnia) 

¶ The Windsor Regiment (RCAC) 

¶ 11th Field Artillery Regiment, RCA (Guelph, Hamilton) 

¶ 31 Combat Engineer Regiment (The Elginôs) (St. Thomas, Waterloo) 

¶ 31 Signal Regiment (Hamilton)  

¶ The Royal Hamilton Light Infantry (Wentworth Regiment) (Hamilton, 

Burlington) 

¶ 4th Battalion, The Royal Canadian Regiment (London, Stratford) 

¶ The Royal Highland Fusiliers of Canada (Cambrige, Kitchener) 

¶ The Essex and Kent Scottish (Windsor, Chatham) 
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¶ The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada (Princess Louise's) 

(Hamilton) 

¶ The Grey and Simcoe Foresters (Owen Sound, Barrie) 

¶ 31 Service Battalion (Windsor, Hamilton, London) 

 

For further information on the Canadian Army Reserve, follow the link : 

http://www.army-armee.forces.gc.ca/en/jobs-careers/reserve.page 

 

         

 Captain Fred Egan was welcomed by President Armin Grunwald and thanked by Alf Aldington. 

 

Mixed Formal Dinner- 16 May 2017 

Fifty-nine RLMI members and guests attended the Mixed Formal Dinner at HMCS 

Prevost. Ian Hayley served as President of the Mess Committee (PMC) and John 

Harper served as Vice PMC. The event celebrated RLMIôs 90th Anniversary as 

well as Canada's 150th Anniversary. President Armin Grunwald noted from 

documents on file that the actual formation of RLMIôs predecessor organization, 

LUSI, occurred on 12 November 1927 and that the approval for 

http://www.army-armee.forces.gc.ca/en/jobs-careers/reserve.page
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Use of the prefix ñRoyalò was granted by Her Majesty the Queen on 30 June 1999 

via a letter from Rideau Hall.  

Piper Eileen Robertson pipped in the head table (see picture next page). Also on 

the next page is a photo of  Keith Roden offering the Naval Toast of the Day. 

The Silent Auction raised $645.00 and proceeds will support youth through RLMI  

awards to Navy, Army and Air Cadets in London and Region. The Royal London 

Military Institute would like to extend a special thanks to all the Companies and 

individuals who donated items to this Silent Auction. 

We thank you for your support and generosity!  

Thank you as well to Judy and Armin Gruwald, RLMI Hospitality Directors for 

their work in organizing this event. 

 RLMI  Commemorative Coin 

 

                 

 

To celebrate RLMI's 90th Anniversary 1927 - 2017 and Canada's 150th 

Anniversary 1867 ï 2017, a specially designed commemorative coin was ñmintedò 

and presented to each RLMI Member at the dinner. 
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See pages 23-24 for more pictures from the Mixed Formal Dinner. 

RLMI Cadet Citizenship Awards 

 
Since 1988, RLMI has presented an annual Cadet Citizenship Award and a cheque 

for $50.00 to a selected Cadet in each of the Cadet Corps/Squadrons (Navy, Army 

and Air Cadets) in the region. This year 15 awards were made to individual cadets 

for demonstrating the following: 

¶ Pride in his or her Cadet Corps/Squadron 

¶ Active Service to peer groups 

¶ A well balanced involvement in the Corps/Squadron 

¶ A community Ambassador for the Cadet Movement 

The proceeds from the Silent Auction held at the RLMI Annual Mixed Formal 

Dinner on 16 May 2017 went toward supporting these Awards. Thank you to 

RLMI Director of Cadets Scotty Martin for coordinating this important RLMI 

initiative. 
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Below are noted some of the presentations to individual cadets by RLMI members. 

741 Elgin, Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron 

The Awards and Change of Command ceremony for the 741 Elgin, Royal 

Canadian Air Cadet Squadron was held in St Thomas on June 7. The Change of 

Command ceremony, from Captain Jannette Fisher to Captain Murrell Hope, was 

also held. 

 

  

                

                      Judy Grunwald presenting the Royal London Military Institute  

                      Award and cheque to WO2 Connor Bell. 
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862 Royal Canadian Air Cadets Lambeth Lightning Squadron 
At the Annual Ceremonial Review of 862 Royal Canadian Air Cadets Lambeth 

Lightning Squadron, Cadet Sgt Paige Wakelin received the RLMI Award from 

RLMI Past President Fred Sasse. 
 

                                           

223 Perth County RCAC- 4th Bn of the Royal Canadian Regiment-Stratford  

At the 108
th
 Annual Ceremonial Review, Sgt. Britannie Perrin (on right in photo 

below) was presented the RLMI Cadet Citizenship Award. The Unit is sponsored 

by the ARMY, Navy and Air Force Veterans # 261. RLMI member Gerry Treble 

presented the award. 
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3 Striker RCACS  

Pictured below is the presentation by RLMI Secretary Gail Sneddon to WO2 Paige 

Gamache. A note of appreciation (below) to RLMI from the Commanding Officer 

was received é 

  
ñOn behalf of myself, the staff, cadets and Support Committee I would like to thank your 
organization for supporting worthy young Canadians and for taking the time to attend 
and present. Your presence is inspiring and rest assured it adds greatly to our 
Ceremony. 
  
My personal thanks for the great work you do.ò 
  
Steve  
  
Captain Steven Wilson  
 
Commanding Officer, 3 Striker Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron (RCACS) 
National Defence / Government of Canada 
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#9 RCACC (London) Annual Ceremonial Review, Saturday- 27 May 2017 

 

Judy and Armin Grunwald represented RLMI at the #9 RCACC (London) Annual 

Ceremonial Review on 27 May 2017.    

  

Below are photos of the event. 

(1)  9 RCACC (London) Pipe and Drum Band (which came in 4th in the 

Southwestern Ontario Band Competition in April). 

(2)  Presentation to Warrant Officer Alexander Gorton of the Royal London 

Military Institute (RLMI) Certificate and cheque to the Cadet for demonstrating the 

following: pride in his or her Cadet Corps; active Service to peer groups; a well 

balanced involvement in the corps; serving as a community Ambassador for the 

Cadet Movement. 

  

The Reviewing Officer was Lieutenant Colonel Jack Kelly, CD, Commanding 

Officer of the  Blackdown Cadet Training Centre, and the Borden Area Zone 

Commander.  During his speech, he jokingly mentioned that LCol Armin 

Grunwald and Judy Grunwald are the "unofficial Grandparents of the #9 RCACC 

(London) Pipe and Drum Band"; when serving on the 9RCACC (London) Support 

and Sponsoring Committee, a $40,000.00 Grant was obtained from the Ontario 

Trillium Foundation which outfitted the #9RCACC Pipe and Drum Band.                   
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 9 RCACC (London) Pipe and Drum Band 

 

                          
 

Bus Tour No. 31-  9 June 2017  

Royal London Military Institute and 427 (London) Wing, AFAC had another 

successful tour.  Hosts were Armatec Survivability Corporation in  Dorchester        

( www.armateconline.com/index.php/about-us ) and Quai du Vin Estate Winery, 

Sparta. The participants also enjoyed dinner at Tony Roma's in London.   

  
Left: President Armin Grunwald presenting a BO-105 badge to Karl G. Pfister, President & CEO, 

Armatec Survivablity Corporation (Karl has three helicopters as his hobby from MBB / Eurocopter / now 

Airbus). Right: Royal London Military Institute and 427 (London) Wing members and guests in front of a 

LAV    [See page 21 for more photos of the tour] 

http://www.armateconline.com/index.php/about-us
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London Celebrates Canada Day- Time Capsule 

Royal London Military Institute was requested to provide information for inclusion 

in the Canada Day Time Capsule that was buried in Harris Park on 1 July 2017. 

The capsule is to be opened in 50 years (1 July 2067). The RLMI envelope in the 

Time Capsule contains the following information: 

  
ñTO WHOM  IT MAY CONCERN - 1 July 2067 

In 2017, the Royal London Military Institute (RLMI) celebrated its 90th Anniversary and 

Canada's 150th  and had 'minted' a commemorative coin. 

In November 1927, the London Garrison Officers Association was formed...a name 

change to the London United Services Institute (LUSI) in November 1950...Royal Assent 

to become the Royal London Military Institute (RLMI) was received from Queen 

Elizabeth II in November 1999.   

Enclosed in this Time Capsule are copies of the following: 

(1)  November 23, 1927 letter establishing the London Garrison Officers Association, 

now the Royal London Military Institute;  

(2)  June 30, 1999 letter confirming that Her Majesty The Queen has granted permission 

for the use of the title "Royal" by the London United Services Institute;  

(3)  RLMI Pamphlet - 2016-2017; 

(4)  RLMI Invitation to Mixed Formal Dinner, 16 May 2017; 

(5)  RLMI Silent Auction, 16 May 2017; 

(6)  RLMI Commemorative Coin; 

(7)  RLMI Executive Committee Members 2016-2017 photo and Executive positions. 

The present  RLMI Members wish all the best for the future of the City of London and 

the Royal London Military Institute.ò 
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In Memorium          

 

                                       
                
Norma K. (née Lawson) Chamberlain  

Norma Lawson passed away on May 26th in her 90th year. Her husband was the 

late Lt. Col. Robert Sydney Chamberlain, MC, CD (2002).  She had many interests 

including many years of volunteering with the Canadian Cancer Society, the Elgin-

St. Thomas United Way and countless other charitable organizations. She was a 

loyal supporter of the Elgin Regiment and served with the Order of St. John. More 

recently she was helping to raise funds for the new War Memorial Park in St 

Thomas.  

   (The RLMI crest is available for use in memorials such as newspaper notices.) 

 

                                                                  

                                                                    

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwignb630c_LAhXGVyYKHeD8DPwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wije.lk/club.html&psig=AFQjCNGlZcqIJT1yPXEH4TERyRAIVLXNYQ&ust=1458576073852430
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Future Meetings and Mixed Formal Dinners 

¶ Tuesday, 19 September 2017   Annual Cocktail Party 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM  

¶ Wednesday, 18 October 2017  " Fuhrer, Folk and Fatherland, A Soldier's 

Story"   

 Douglas Gagel will speak about his book, " Fuhrer, Folk and Fatherland, A 

 Soldier's Story".  The book is the story of his Father's experiences as a 

 German Soldier in WWII.  There will be an opportunity to purchase the 

 book and have it signed by the author.   Meet & greet: 1900 hrs;     

          Speaker: 1930 hrs  

¶ Wednesday, 15 November 2017  Meet & greet: 1900 hrs; 

 Annual General Meeting: 1930 hrs   Speaker: 2000 hrs TBA 

¶ Tuesday, 5 December 2017  

 Mixed Formal Dinner 1830 hrs for 1930 hrs  Tariff: TBD 

 

Birthday Greetings 
Birthday greetings to the RLMI members who have had birthdays in the April to 

July period. We have not listed member names as our records of birthdays are 

incomplete.  
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Colonel Talbot's Castle / Middlesex County Court House 
 
As detailed in our April 2017 newsletter, the RLMI crest (and the crest of the 

London United Services Institute which is the organization which preceded RLMI) 

is a representation of the Middlesex County Court House building located on 

Ridout Street North in London Ontario. Some additional information is provided 

below. 

The hamlet of London was undeveloped until its selection in 1826 by Colonel 

Talbot as the Judicial and Administrative centre of the London District. The site of 

the court-house was a part of the town plot set aside by Lieutenant-Governor John 

Graves Simcoe after his visit to The Forks in February, 1793. Here he proposed to 

locate the provincial capital. A court-house, gaol, and homes for the government 

officials were built and became the nucleus around which London developed. 

Stores and hotels followed.  A British garrison stationed at London in 1838 further 

stimulated London's early growth.  

 

The Middlesex County Court House 

Our court-house was erected in 1830 to replace an earlier frame building. This new 

court-house was modeled after Malahide Castle, near Dublin, Ireland, the ancestral 

home of Colonel Thomas Talbot, founder of the Talbot Settlement and early 

political leader of Middlesex County and the London District. Today the 175 year-

old building is the home of the Middlesex County Offices and earlier housed the 

1st Hussars Museum prior to its current location. 

 

1837 Rebellion, Trials and Hangings 
Thank you to Dr. Don Bondy for providing information about the 1837 rebellion 

and the trials and hangings thereafter. Included on the next page is Joshua Doanôs 

letter to his wife on the eve of his execution; the preceding  part records the reward 

to Don Bondyôs great great grandfather, Ensign Gabriel Bondy of the Essex 

Militia, who captured him. Included as well are the notes that appeared in the old 

website when the museum was in the courthouse. 
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ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Joshua Doanôs Last letter to his wife 
 
Dear Wife 
I am at this moment confined in the cell from which  I am to go to the 
scaffold. I received my sentence to-day and am to be executed on the 
sixth of February. I am permitted to see you tomorrow, any time after 
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ten oôclock in the morning, as may suit you best.  I wish you to think 
of such questions as you wish to ask me, as I do not know how long 
you will be permitted to stay.  Think as little of my unhappy fate as 
you can, as from the love you bear to me and have ever evinced, I 
know too well how it  must affect you.  I wish you to inform my father 
and brother of my sentence as soon as possible,  I must say good-bye 
for the night, and may God protect you and my dear child, and give 
you the fortitude to meet that coming event with that Christian grace 
of Him, our Lord, who created us.  That this may be the case is the 
prayer of your affectionate husband. 
 
       Joshua G.  Done 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 

 
Note of interest: Robert Davis, one of the rebel leaders, died of wounds received in 
that battle. Robert Davis was Nick Corrieôs (1 Hussars) grandfather. 

Our museum tours include the historic courthouse and gaol.  
In 1838 the schooner Anne bombarded Amherstburg. Edward Theller was in command of the 
schooner. He was captured and taken to the gaol in our old courthouse. He described the gaol in 
his book 
Canada in 1837-38  
 
Vol 1, p147  
" I was thrust into a small cell with three others. This cell was about seven feet square; and in 
that narrow space were confined four human beings. 
The only ventilation was through a small diamond-shaped hole in the door, through which the 
scanty fare which the prison rules allowed was handed to us."    
A similar cell still exists and is part of your tour. 

Lynn, Hiram 
Benjamin 

1839 January 
07 

hanged London treason M ? 20's ? Was from Michigan. 

Bedford, 
Daniel Davis  

1839 January 
11 

hanged London treason M ? 20's ? Was from Norwich, Ont. 

Clark, Albert  

1839 January 
14 

hanged London treason M ? 20's ? Was from New Hampshire. 

Cunningham
, Cornelius  

1839 
February 04 

hanged London treason M ? ? ? Was from Beachville, Ont. 

Doan, 
Joshua 
Gwillen  

1839 
February 06 

hanged London treason M ? 
abt 
28 

farmer, 
tanner 

Was from Sparta, Ont. 

Perley, 
Amos 

1839 
February 06 

hanged London treason M ? ? ? 
One of his judges was his 
cousin. 

http://members.shaw.ca/canada_legal_history/on_notes.htm#windsor
http://members.shaw.ca/canada_legal_history/on_notes.htm#windsor
http://members.shaw.ca/canada_legal_history/on_notes.htm#windsor
http://members.shaw.ca/canada_legal_history/on_notes.htm#windsor
http://members.shaw.ca/canada_legal_history/on_notes.htm#windsor
http://members.shaw.ca/canada_legal_history/on_notes.htm#cunninghamc
http://members.shaw.ca/canada_legal_history/on_notes.htm#cunninghamc
http://members.shaw.ca/canada_legal_history/on_notes.htm#windsor
http://members.shaw.ca/canada_legal_history/on_notes.htm#windsor
http://members.shaw.ca/canada_legal_history/on_notes.htm#windsor
http://members.shaw.ca/canada_legal_history/on_notes.htm#windsor
http://members.shaw.ca/canada_legal_history/on_notes.htm#windsor
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