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                                   President’s  Message 

I need to start my first President's Message by thanking Gerry Treble for all of his efforts 

and accomplishments as President and I look forward to his continued advice in his 

capacity as Past President.  Gerry has also agreed to continue as the Editor of the RLMI 

Newsletter, again much thanks.   Thank you as well to all those who agreed to serve on 

the Executive for another year.   

 

It promises to be an exciting year.  It started with a well attended Christmas at Home and 

will continue on with the Levee in the Wardroom of HMCS Prevost.  The Levee 

is  sponsored by RLMI, Vimy Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion and the Garrison 

Community Council (GCC).  It will also be attended by members of the ship's company 

and 31 Canadian Brigade Group.   At our January meeting our guest will be the 

distinguished Canadian Padre of the Great War, Major The Reverend Canon F. 

Scott.  This promises to be of interest not only to students of military history but to those 

with a sense of theatre.  It is a great evening to bring a friend, or two.  All our meeting 

dates are in this newsletter so get out your calendars, paper or electric, and mark them 

down. 

 

Merry Christmas from Nancy and I and all the best in 2020. 

 

LCol I. C. (Ian) Haley, CD 

 

General Meeting-  Monday January 13th      

An evening with Major, The Reverend Canon Frederick George Scott CMG, DSO, 

FRSC.  Join us for our 13 January meeting (1900hrs for 1930hrs ) where our 

distinguished guest will speak to us on his life and times up until the end of The Great 

War.  Canon Scott is a Minister of the Anglican Church, Padre, Poet and author of "The 

Great War As I Saw It." 
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RLMI Meeting Dates  

General Meetings 1900 for 1930hrs  in the HMCS PREVOST Wardroom are listed 

below.   

                    January 13
th

, February 10
th
, March 9

th
, Monday April 6th  

                         (April 13th is Easter Monday, May 11th (RLMI Dinner, Time TBD) 

 

        …and for the Fall: 

           September 14th (Cocktail Party 1600-1800), October 5th  

                        (October 12th is Thanksgiving), November 9
th

,  

                         December 14th (At-Home 1600-1800) 

 

  Past Events 
 

Cocktail Party- 9 September  

 

  
 

 

General Meeting- 7 October-   Catherine Elliot-Shaw 

 

 Mrs. Catherine Elliot Shaw provided an excellent overview and illustrated talk about the 

 work of Mathew Brady and his fascinating career… successes, failures and ultimate 

 legacy to history. Brady in his early days introduced and popularized this new medium 

 (photography) to a public eager for images of itself and its celebrities. During the Civil 

 War, he dispatched mobile darkrooms to recent battlefields and thereby documented 

 the conflict  and its people in an unprecedented manner. 
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Honouring Our Past – Celebrating our Future- 18 October 

RLMI participated in the third annual Veterans’ Classic at Western Fair Raceway.  The 

Veterans’ Classic is a special night of horse racing and celebration at the Western Fair 

District to celebrate and honour our military.  The event is part of the Friday night 

harness racing. Opening Ceremonies were held on the track and included the 1st Hussars 

Cavalry Troop that provided a skill at arms demonstration. Military displays were 

located throughout the East Annex, Grandstand and The Raceway lobby. A special thank 

you to Catherine Elliot Shaw who coordinated this event for RLMI. 
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General Meeting/Elections- 4 November  

Elections were conducted at the 7 November General meeting. The following will serve 

in the roles indicated until the Annual General Meeting in February 2022      
    Officers-       LCol I. C. (Ian) Haley, CD, President  

          Lt G.W. (Gerry) Treble, Past President                    

          LCol B.N. (Brian) Harris, CD, 1st Vice President 

          (tba),  2nd Vice President 

          MWO G. L. (Gail) Sneddon, CD, Secretary  

           LCol F.B. (Barry) Graham CD, Treasurer 

  

              Directors-      Rev. Frank Mantz (Chaplain)                                                                                         

            Mrs. J.A. (Judy) Grunwald 

                     WO  E. (Elizabeth) King, SSStJ, CD 

                      LCol J.W. (Scotty) Martin, MSM, CD    

                      Capt S. F. (Sam) Newman, CD                        

                               Catherine Elliot Shaw  

 

General Meeting 04 November: The Avro Arrow…    
 

A presentation on "The AVRO Arrow and the Arrow model recovery project" was 

provided by Jack Hurst who was Photographer for the Arrow program. 83-year-old Jack 

Hurst first joined the Avro Arrow project when he was 17. Jack shared several 

fascinating stories from his career at Avro and the development/production of the CF-

100 and CF-105. He spent many hours in the rear seat of a CF-100 photographing the 

Arrow in flight and was in attendance at the launch of the Arrow free-flight test models 

into Lake Ontario.                                                                         (continued on next page) 
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The Avro Arrow (Avro Canada CF-105 Arrow) was developed in the 1950s for the 

Royal Canadian Air Force. The fighter was on the cutting edge of aerospace technology 

and would have most likely placed Canada in the forefront of military aviation. The 

Arrow was being designed to intercept Soviet aircraft that might have entered North 

American airspace from the North during the Cold War. The program was scrapped in 

1959 by then Prime Minister John Diefenbaker. The planes were ordered destroyed and 

over 30,000 employees lost their jobs. 

Remembrance Day 2019 

Remembrance Day allows us to pause in a moment of silence to honour and remember 

the men and women who have served, and continue to serve Canada during times of 

war, conflict and peace. We remember and honour those who died, and also express 

appreciation for the sacrifices of those who have served their country, at home and 

abroad. Canadians have fought in many conflicts as well as served on humanitarian 

missions ….and so many have given their lives so that we might enjoy freedom today.  

The 2019 London Remembrance Day ceremony was coordinated through a partnership 

among the CAF, RCMP, Royal Canadian Legion and the City of London. 

        

                          Vigil at London Cenotaph                               London Remembrance Day Steering Committee 

                                                                                                            Beth Sayler, Brian Harris, Gerry Treble, 

                                                                                                                                         Randy Warden (chair), Jerry Juraszko 
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In Memoriam                                        
        

William (Bill) Marr McLennan passed away on September 26, at age 89. Bill was a long 

time member of the RSCDS (Royal Scottish Country Dance Society), and a retiree of 

Labatt's.  
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

History of HMCS PREVOST 

 

Her Majesty's Canadian Ship PREVOST dates its history to 8 August 1938, with the 

founding of the London Division of the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve under the 

command of Lieutenant E. E. Hart.  The Division's first home was the second floor of 

the Darch Building on Talbot Street, with Market Square employed as the division's first 

parade ground. 

 

Following the outbreak of hostilities in 1939, the Division moved to the Carling Block at 

Richmond and Carling.  Like its counterparts in cities across Canada, the London 

Division became a vital recruiting and training centre for the wartime Navy.  In keeping 

with the tradition, the navy decided in 1941 to commission shore establishments as 

"Stone frigates", entrusted with the names of historically significant ships.  London's 

Division was christened HMCS PREVOST after HMS LADY PREVOST, a schooner 

brig which served in the Lake Erie Squadron during the War of 1812 and named for the 

then Governor-General's wife.     

 

From 1943 to 1945, HMCS PREVOST operated as an English Language Training 

school for French recruits.  Under the command of Lieutenant-Commander J. R. Hunter, 

HMCS PREVOST won the Commodore Walter Hose efficiency trophy as top Naval 

Reserve Division in 1941, 1942, and 1943.  In all, PREVOST recruited and trained over 

4,480 officers, men and WRENs (Women's Royal Canadian Naval Service) for active 

service.                                                                           (continued on next page) 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwignb630c_LAhXGVyYKHeD8DPwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wije.lk/club.html&psig=AFQjCNGlZcqIJT1yPXEH4TERyRAIVLXNYQ&ust=1458576073852430
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After the war, HMCS PREVOST was converted from a wartime establishment to a 

permanent Naval Division.  New boats, equipment, and training aids were acquired.  In 

1950, a boathouse was established in Port Stanley, and on 23 November 1957, the 

Division's present building was officially opened by the Hon. G. R. Perkes, VC, Minister 

of National Defence. 

 

In 1964, the Division fell victim to budget cuts and was decommissioned.  The building 

was turned over to the Army which used it to house Militia Units.  The Navy returned to 

London on 11 January 1978 as London Detachment to Hamilton's HMCS STAR.  On 29 

September 1990, HMCS PREVOST was re-commissioned by Vice-Admiral C. M. 

Thomas, the Vice-Chief of Defence Staff.  Freedom of the City was granted on 31 

October 1998. 

 

In recent years, HMCS PREVOST's sailors have crewed Maritime Costal Defence 

Vessels, participated in numerous peacekeeping and NATO missions, served in the 

Persian Gulf War, aided in search and rescue for a crashed Snowbird and provided 

support to the Canada Summer Games.  Today, sailors from HMCS PREVOST are 

deployed on multiple ships of the fleet and on named operations worldwide.  

 
(This article is provided with the permission of LCdr D. S. Niles, CD, Commanding Officer of HMCS 

PREVOST.) 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

                                                     

  "THE SCRIBBLER"contains many little known stories which have been 

collected by Sam Newman over the years; “Little Known Stories As 

collected (and sometimes told)”…     

My Pal, Charley Fox, DFC with Bar, CD first got to know Charley Fox when we were 

both members of the 427(London) Wing of the Air Force Association of Canada.  We 
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were working together on a Committee to raise $40,000 to build a monument to a 

George Cross recipient by the name of LAC Spooner. Prior to around 1999, I'm not sure 

that I knew who this gentleman was or what he did during the war or even that he was 

one of the Veterans who had a hand in changing the course of history.  I did eventually 

learn that this gentleman had an impressive war record.  Fox trained a hell of a lot of 

pilots in the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP.) He flew three sorties 

with 412 Fighter Sqn on D-Day, 06 June 1944.  He destroyed some 153 enemy vehicles 

and reputedly damaged the staff car of Field Marshall Erwin Rommel, wounding him in 

the attack.  Rommel, Commander of German Ops in Normandy at the time, was later 

implicated in a plot to assassinate Hitler and committed suicide.  

 What I did learn about Charley over the ten years or so that I knew him, was that he was 

a man who was always thinking about the service of others.  Whether he was talking 

about who he kept the faith with or who his long ago wingmen were or just saying thank 

you, Charley put others first – a rare trait in today's society.  I have witnessed Charley's 

"One Man only" ability to give running commentaries for Air Shows for three hours 

non-stop.  I've witnessed him in malls with such a luminary as the famed Historian Terry 

Copps from Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, not miss a beat in recounting 

episodes of WWII and explain to his listeners what the war was really all about – he 

brought the stories alive to youngsters – and he loved to be with those who would listen 

to his vignettes of the war as he brought them alive.  He was one who truly promoted 

heroic examples and hoped that he would help to carry the torch to future generations of 

young Canadians.  

 Following six years of post war service with the RCAF Auxiliary, he retired from 

Military life only to return as Honorary Colonel of 412 (Transport) Sqn, located in 

Ottawa.  He was undoubtedly one of the busiest Air Force speakers available and did his 

level best to cede to everyone's invitation.  On more than one occasion, we sat in 

conversation sipping our scotch-on-the-rocks together.  He died in a car accident in 

October, 2008, returning to London after attending a meeting of the Harvard 

Association.  We sorely miss our buddy Charley – We Will Remember Him – and I'll 

hoist another drink each Remembrance Day, for old time sake!   
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RLMI Executive Committee Meetings  

These meetings are held in the 2
nd

 floor Boardroom at HMCS PREVOST beginning at 

13:30hrs. RLMI members are welcome to attend in a non-voting capacity. Executive 

Committee meetings dates (Thursdays) for 2020 are as follows: 

 January 9 

 February 6 

 March 5 

 April 2   

 May 7 

 June 4     

 September 10  

 October 1 

 November 5 

 December 3 

          

RLMI  Executive Committee  2019 – 2021 
 

President LCol I. C. (Ian) Haley, CD 

Past President Lt G.W. (Gerry) Treble 

1st Vice-President LCol B.N. (Brian) Harris, CD 

2nd Vice-President (tba) 

Secretary MWO G. L. (Gail) Sneddon, CD 

Treasurer LCol F.B. (Barry) Graham CD 

Speakers Director LCol I. C. (Ian) Haley, CD 

Hospitality Directors 
MWO G. L. (Gail) Sneddon, CD 

LCol B.N. (Brian) Harris, CD 

Cadets Director Capt S. F. (Sam) Newman, CD      

Kit Shop Director  WO E. (Elizabeth) King, SSStJ, CD  

Website Director Mrs. J.A. (Judy) Grunwald  

Newsletter Director  Lt G.W. (Gerry) Treble 

Chaplain / Director Rev. F. R. (Frank) Mantz 

Director LCol J.W. (Scotty) Martin, MSM, CD 

Di      Director Catherine Elliot Shaw 

 

                          Auditor: Major W. D. (David) Weames, CD 
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….information regarding RCMI 
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……more pictures 

 

Cocktail Party- 9 September 
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Western Fair Classic 

       

 

General Meeting- November 

          

  

..hope to see you at the Levee (1 January 2020) 1200hrs - 1400hrs Wardroom HMCS PREVOST 

                                                               www.rlmi.ca 


